
Lectionary Year C

Selected texts



Responding to disaster

ÅThe context of Joel: a plague of locusts

ÅThe decision: how to respond?

ÅTypical response: complaint for misfortune

ÅProphetic response: lament in repentance

ÅThe situation reframed: not punishment but 

the Day of the Lord (Yahweh)

ÅResponse to the Day of Yahweh: despair or 

hope?



òThetime of the decisive visitation of Yahweh,
when [God] intervenes to punish the wicked,
deliver and exalt the faithful remnant who
worship him, and establish [divine] rule. It is
a time of salvation through judgment,
purification, and blessing through purging.ó

EerdmanõsDictionary of the Bible, David Noel Freedman, editor 
(Eerdmanõs, 2000), p. 324 -325.





Jesus is tempted in the wilderness

ÅNote the role of the Holy Spirit (Lucan motif)

ÅJesusõ temptations come immediately after 

his baptism and the proclamation òYou are 

my beloved sonéó Thus the devilõs words, 

òIf/Since you are the son of Godéó

ÅJerusalem is named specifically (Lucan 

motif)



Note the many differences in the synoptic 

accounts of this episode.

ÅMark: The Spirit òdroveó Jesus out into the 

wilderness where he was òwith the wild 

beasts.ó Few additional details.

ÅMatthew: òstonesó/óloaves of breadó and 

òéby every word that proceeds from the 

mouth of Godó

ÅLuke: òstoneó/óbreadó; Jerusalem named

ÅOrder of final two temptations are different 

in Matthew vs. Luke





The fox and the chicks

ÅOnly Luke includes this episode.

ÅNote Lukeõs emphasis on Jerusalem as the 

cosmic center.

ÅOT texts associate foxes with destruction.

ÅHerod called a òfox,ó while the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem are compared to a henõs 

òbrood.ó Is Jesus saying that the fox is 

guarding the henhouse?

ÅNote the use of òstonesó again. Here stones 

are used for destruction.



http://www.borrowedstuff.blogspot.com/
http://www.borrowedstuff.blogspot.com/


Falling towers and barren trees

ÅOnly Luke includes the recounting of the 

murdered Galileans and the parable of the 

barren fig tree.

ÅThe emphasis is reframed from righteous 

indignation (Galileans) and/or retribution 

theology (tower in Siloam) to acceptable 

behavior (the fig tree).

Å In the OT, Israel is frequently imaged as a 

tree bearing fruit.

ÅAre we gardeners or fig trees?



http://strobe.net.nz/olsen/shambala/fig.htm


The parable of the prodigal son

ÅThis is another exclusively Lucan parable.

ÅWho exactly is the òprodigaló son?

ÅHonor and shame are at the center of this 

text. Both sons shame the father by their 

behavior towards him.

ÅWhile the younger son recognizes his fatherõs 

house as a place of refuge, the older son 

treats it more like a prison.

ÅThe father behaves with unbelievable grace 

towards both sons!





The fragrance of life

ÅThis deceptively short episode is set 
immediately following the raising of Lazarus.

ÅNote the contrasts in the two stories: lament 
vs. celebration; the stench of death vs. the 
fragrance of life.

ÅThis table fellowship could well be the 
eschatological banquet on the last day, with 
Jesus at table with all those he has raised!

ÅThe same Greek word is used for Mary 
òwipingó Jesusõ feet and Jesus òwipingó the 
feet of his disciples at the Last Supper.





The earthõs refrain

ÅThe synoptic gospels differ in the details of 

Palm Sunday.

ÅNote the similarity between the disciplesõ 

song and that of the Christmas angels

ÅLuke is the only synoptic that:

ÅCalls Jesus òthe kingó

ÅIncludes the song òPeace in heaven and glory in 

the highest heavenó

ÅReports Jesusõ answer to the Pharisees that òthe 

stones would cry outó if the disciples were silent


