
Wisdom in the Pulpit

Preaching Advice from the Four 
Wisdom Virtues



Postmodern convictions

¸Diversity of views is healthy.

¸Truth is lived out in specific 
situations.

¸Approach the Bible with both 
wariness and wonder.

¸Transcendence

¸Community is crucial.



Postmodern Shift

¸Preacher: authority as authenticity

¸Congregation: conduits become co -
creators

¸Exegesis: archaelogical dig 
becomes dialogue

¸Sermon: product becomes process 
that involves participation



A uthenticity

Three things induce a 
hearer to believe a thing 
apart from any proof of it: 
good sense, good moral 
character and goodwill.ó 
(Aristotle)



Postmodern Preaching

¸Teach the basics of the Christian 
tradition.

¸Connect the Gospel with daily 
experience.

¸Speak to mind, will and emotions.

¸Honor the Transcendence of God.

¸Show how the Gospel fosters authentic 
community.



Postmodern 

Preaching 

P̧ictorial (Scenic)

P̧articular (Specific)

P̧ractical (Situational)



Postmodern 

Preaching 

P̧rovoking a Response

P̧articipatory

P̧oints to Payoff



Biblical Wisdom 

Teachings

¸Honor the complexity of life.

¸Honor the unanswerable 
questions.

¸Honor human limitations.

¸Honor the Mystery of God.

¸Honor varied interpretations.



Virtue # 1

The Bended Knee:
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