
Four Part Harmony:

Preaching the Bibleôs 

Four Wisdom Virtues
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Virtue # 1

The Bended Knee:

ñThe Fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of 
wisdomò (Proverbs 
1:7)



The Fear of 

the Lord: 

A Three-

Stranded 

Braid
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Trembling 

Before

the Holy: 

Isaiah 6
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Fear of the Lord as Trust: 

Deuteronomy 10:20
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Fear of the 

Lord as 

Turning 

Toward 

Obedience:

Proverbs 1:7; 

9:10
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The Fear of the Lord in 

Proverbsé

ÂLeads to wisdom (1:7; 9:10)

ÂBrings security (28:14; 
29:25)

ÂIs connected with joy (3:13 -
18; 15:23)
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The Fear of the Lord in Jesusô 

Ministry



Questions to Spark Reflection

ÂWhere are the places we 
need to tremble?

ÂWhere are the places we 
need to trust?



How This Virtue Shapes Sermons 

ÂHonor the complexity and 
ambiguity of life

ÂHonor the questions

ÂAcknowledge the limitations of the 
speaker

ÂAccept diversity of interpretation



Fear is Good

üñThe Fear of the Lord is a Fountain 
of Lifeò (Prov 14:27; 10:27; 1:7; 
9:10 & 15:16)

üñThe Fear of the Lord Banishes Sinò 
3:7; 8:13; 16:6

üñThe Fear of the Lord Banishes other 
Fearsò (14:26; 19:23; 29:25)

Sermon Ideas



Sermon Ideas

No Fear if You Know Fear

ñDo Not Be Afraidò

ü Of chronic illness (Woman with 
hemorrhage - Mark 6:25 -34) 

ü Fear in the face of death (Jairus -Luke 
9:40 -42)

ü Fear at the prospect of believing and 
spreading the news that is way too 
good to be true (Mk 16:8)



Virtue #2: The Listening Heart



Solomonôs 
Prayer For  

Wisdom

1 Kings 3:9



Paying Attention to

Our Inward Life (Proverbs)

ÂñAnxiety weighs down the heart, 
but a good word cheers it up.ò 
(Proverbs 12:25)

ÂñLike a dog that returns to its 
vomit is a fool who reverts to his 
follyò (Proverbs 26:11)


