Theological Statement for Ministry – Guidelines 
United Theological Seminary

Integration I – II

A theological statement for ministry is an opportunity for integrative thinking and careful articulation of your theological formation up to this moment.  It is simply a working document, not (as often popularly conceived) the culmination of your profession of faith or understanding of God and God’s mission within this world.  Such a statement is required
•  to articulate a critically, theologically informed stance on God, World, Church, Mission, and Leadership (ordained and lay)

•  to identify the theological tradition in which you have been formed and/or are being formed


-  denominational (for Board or certification purposes, toward ordained ministry)


-  descriptive (Reformed, process, liberationist, et al)


-  declared/defined (conceptual coherence and clarity of important themes)

•  to be 12-15 pages in length, 12-pt font, double-spaced, 1” margins

Process Highlights:
A.
The theological seed work in Fall semester offers opportunity to reflect somewhat systematically on the function of scripture, reason, tradition, and experience in your beginning critical theological understanding.  Revisit your beginning articulation there, attentive to comments and resources suggested.

B.
Helpful structure for your reflections can be found in both the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed.  Read each of these through several times, noting structure and phrases that resonate and those that you struggle to understand or profess in contemporary language.

C.
Denominational documents also offer substantial guidance on requirements and considerations for entering (ordained) ministry through critical theological development.  

UMC students, read the Book of Discipline (esp. ¶¶ 101-104, ¶¶ 301-369 for understandings of theological task and ordained ministry, ¶¶ 120-41 for church and leadership); 

PCUSA students, read the PCUSA Constitution, The Book of Confessions and The Book of Order (esp. G-6.0000-6.0500 and G-14.0000-14.0800 for understanding theological task and ordained ministry, G-1.0000-G-6.0500 for church and leadership/membership).
UCC students, read the UCC Manual on Ministry, particularly section 3 of 10, (http://www.ucc.org/ministers/manual/MOM%2003%20Ordained.pdf ).

Baptist (ABC) students, see http://www.ministerscouncil.com/FAQ.aspx for proper avenues into local and regional requirements for theological task and pursuit of ordained ministry.

Church of the Brethren students, see http://www.brethren.org/genbd/ministry/index.htm for denominational process and understandings of theological task.

D.
Return to your introduction to theology texts and resources, or other theological-historical contributions to your current understanding.  Review the “Architecture of Theology” summary-sheet and begin to jot down the various questions you’ve wrestled with or heard in your coursework hours of theological education.  Make a list of scriptural books and/or letters (not verses!  Proof-texting is a uncritical, non-theological activity) that have spoken to you in your journey through formal seminary coursework.
E.
Write your first draft, however you write best—outline, jump in and rely on stream-of-consciousness flow, write summary paragraphs of your understanding of God, World, Church, Mission, Leadership.  Be sure to offer at least a paragraph on each of the following, for professional ministry pursuits/callings

Trinity-God

Creation-Christology-Pneumatology

Baptism

Sacraments

Justification/Sanctification

Reign of God

F.
The preliminary finished draft for presentation to your MIN-group must also weave supportive and challenging commentary from other scriptural and theological voices you have encountered.  At least 10-15 citations from the biblical witness (both that support your stance and that contradict/challenge your point of view—showing your awareness of complexity and need for critical interpretation of sources), and from authors from historical and contemporary theological discourse (Paul, Church Fathers and Mothers, mystics or visionaries, Reformers such as Calvin, Luther, or Zwingli, Wesley or Knox, contemporary voices such as Ty Inbody, Daniel Migliore, Serene Jones, William Placher, Wendy Farley, Catherine LaCugna—just to name a few).  These must be properly cited (see Nancy JeanVyhmeister, Quality Research Papers for Students of Religion and Theology Zondervan, 2001; pp. 7-13, 32-39, 62-81) and the document properly formatted (1” margins, 12-point font, double-spaced, page numbers top right; use of titles and headings is helpful, so recommended).

 G.
Your presentation of this theological statement for ministry will require (1) copies provided for each peer and your facilitator, and (2) your choosing 2-4 sections about which you would like commentary or contribution from your peers and facilitator.  Choose sections which you feel least prepared on, in order to receive most benefit.  Read through these sections aloud and then participate in the supervisory discernment conversation.  Edit and revise the statement afterwards, as per contributions gained.
H.
A final copy of your theological statement for ministry is due into the Office of Contextual Ministries by the last day of class, Spring semester.  Keep one copy for your own portfolio, in preparation for review conversations with your advisor, facilitator, and/or mentor.
